Unusual discovery of a vestibular schwannoma following eradication therapy for Mycobacterium abscessus.
A young man with cystic fibrosis in his early 30s presented to accident and emergency with acute onset unilateral lower motor neuron facial palsy, hearing loss and impaired balance following Mycobacterium abscessus eradication induction therapy. The hearing loss and impaired balance developed over a 3-day period prior to the onset of facial palsy. Further investigation with a CT scan and MRI scan led to a diagnosis of vestibular schwannoma. The facial palsy resolved with steroid treatment; however, the hearing loss is irreversible, which has had a profound impact on his life and career. This case is intriguing as the cause and association of events are unclear. A working diagnosis of incidental Bell's palsy and unilateral hearing loss caused by the vestibular schwannoma was applied. However, the onset of these symptoms in relation to M. abscessus eradication induction therapy promotes discussion.